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Sgt. Collin Raaz, at the Ocean Beach Pier onWednesday, plans tomedically retire from theMarine Corps andmove to Phoenix.
The ex-sniper has an idea to patent and sell precision shooting gear and dabble in real estate and investing. NELVIN C. CEPEDA • U-T

Today’s deal is brought to you by SignOn San Diego’s
Daily Deal. Merry Christmas! Double your money with
today’s offer of 50 percent off Deal Bucks, good for
future Daily Deal purchases, on signondailydeal.com.
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Find the U-T’s San Diego auto show section, which carries the signature scent of a new car.

Dear fellow San Diegans,

Christmas is ever spiritual be-
cause it celebrates the birth
of a child more than 2,000

years ago whose arrival on Earth
defines all the dates of history. No
other individual, before or since,
has so influenced mankind as Jesus
Christ. As the dawn breaks on this
Christmas morning, we rise to
celebrate the day marking the birth
of the Christ child, a day dedicated
to “good tidings of great joy.”
We pray for families of all kinds

to be able to gather together; happi-
ness means most when it is shared.
The holidays can be a time where
people of all faiths celebrate shared
happiness; the thoughtfulness of
loved ones is a jewel of unmatched
splendor. We pray for children all
over the world to have the chance
for joy and expectation to ring in
their hearts.
When I was in my early years of

grade school in Coronado, I sold
the San Diego Union each morn-
ing at the Coronado Ferry build-
ing. This was one of my first jobs,
and it helped forge my work ethic
and sense of responsibility. Never
did I imagine, during those early
mornings in Coronado, that I would
develop the hotels and convention
center across the bay or end up as
the 10th publisher of The San Diego
Union-Tribune.
Ever since then, I have come to

love our San Diego as the finest
city in the greatest country in the
world. I give thanks to God for
the gift of being able to live in this
wonderful city. I would particularly
like to thank all of the military and
their families who live in San Diego.
These many Navy andMarines
are the best and brightest. Their
sacrifices and efforts to protect our
freedom are so very much appreci-
ated, and we are proud and happy
they are fellow San Diegans.
I pray that ownership of the U-T

will provide me the opportunity to
support our community, promote
the economic strength of the region
and improve the lives of all San
Diegans.
I take the stewardship of San

Diego’s primary and most signifi-
cant media very seriously. We will
adhere to the highest standard of
journalistic integrity and objectiv-
ity. We will do our part to be a posi-
tive force in our diverse community
as we create a superior newspaper
and a complement of digital infor-
mation sources.
It is our prayer that this holiday

season will provide each of you and
your families with blessings and
happiness. Everyone at the U-T,
along with me personally, would
like to extend to all of San Diego a
very merry Christmas, happy holi-
days and a prosperous new year.

Douglas F. Manchester
Chairman and Publisher

P.S. Congratulations
Douglas and Lauren

A DAY TO COUNT
BLESSINGS AND
SHARE HAPPINESS

GRETEL C. KOVACH • U-T

Sgt. Collin Raaz has a few
things to give the guys after
they return from Afghani-

stan.
One Marine gets a cooler of

vodka, to settle a war-zone bet.
Another, Cpl. Zach Edwards, is
presented with something more
extravagant.
The 21-year-old infantryman

was the first to jump into the
crater in the canal after a bomb
ripped Raaz’s legs away. Edwards

had been knocked down by the
blast, but he ran over when he
heard Raaz call his name. He did
not choke at the sight of his team
leader’s wounds. He followed his
training and didwhat needed to be
done to stop Raaz from bleeding
to death— he strapped on tourni-
quets, fast.
Raaz opens the trunk of the car

parked in Twentynine Palms and
pulls out a helmet. “I want you to
havemymotorcycle,” Raaz says. “I
won’t be riding for a while.”
Edwards is stunned. “You don’t

owe me nothing. I don’t feel like I
deserve it,” he says.
Raaz insists.
In November, Edwards brings

the motorcycle to San Diego Na-
val Medical Center, where Raaz
has been in full-time treatment for
months. Raaz has the title ready
to sign over, but he wants one last
ride.
“Turn that sucker around,” he

says, “I want to drive it.”
Raaz hops on the motorcycle

and rests his prosthetic feet on

Facing the future with hope
With his surgeries in the past, Marine sergeant sees a clear path forward

C1 • Qualcomm’s Irwin Jacobs talks
about philanthropy, the economy and
proposed changes for Balboa Park.

D1 • Chargers are eliminated from
postseason contention after Saturday’s
38-10 loss to the Detroit Lions.

About this series

A growing number of
troops who lost their
legs fighting in Afghani-
stan are learning to
walk again at San Diego
Naval Medical Center.
The U-T shadowed
Marine Sgt. Collin Raaz
through three months
of treatment and recov-
ery. For all installments
of this series, visit
uniontrib.com/longwalk
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A WINTER RITE
IN THE LAND
OF SUNSHINE

GEORGE VARGA • U-T

It’s unlikely DelMar will ever be thought
of as a quintessential winter wonderland,
especially when the daytime temperature
onChristmasEve often hovers between the
high 60s and low 70s.
But this seasidecommunity is thehomeof

a warm holiday tradition that on Saturday
afternoon celebrated its 33rd anniversary
with musical verve and community spirit.
“Welcome to the Del Mar Christmas

concert, 2012,” nationally renowned jazz
guitarist Peter Sprague, 56, told the multi-
generational audience of several hundred
at the grassy Inn L’Auberge Amphitheatre.
“In the early days, this was slightly illegal.
Now it’s totally legit.”

Annual Christmas Eve concert
in Del Mar celebrates 33rd year

CHRISTMAS EVE IN SOUTHCREST

SUNDAY • DECEMBER 25, 20 1 1

SEE RAAZ • A2
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Parishioners at St. Jude Shrine of theWest in Southcrest receive Communion
during Christmas Eve services on Saturday. NELVIN C. CEPEDA • U-T


